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Course Description:  For the past three quarters of a century, history writing about France has been among the richest historiographical traditions in the world as well as a vibrant part of French intellectual life in general.  This course studies a selection of the most important, original, and influential works of scholarship about French history produced from the 1930s to the present.  We will consider in turn:  the early history of the Annales school and its offshoots, the history of mentalités, the concept of the longue durée, French revolutionary historiography, the interpretation of French political culture, the history of reading and the book, the history of the senses, critiques of Annaliste social history, theories of historical representation, French memory and tradition, and the Vichy regime.  In so far as possible, each week will highlight scholarly work on a key topic with a distinctive methodology as well as the career of a major historical author.  We will engage both “classics” of French historical discourse and more recent publications and ongoing debates as well as the work of European and American historians.  Our specific cast of authors includes Marc Bloch, Lucien Febvre, Fernand Braudel, Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, Peter Burke, Jacques Le Goff, Robert Darnton, François Furet, Lynn Hunt, Mona Ozouf, Roger Chartier, Jacques Revel, Alain Corbin, Gérard Noiriel, Pierre Nora, Alice Kaplan, and Henry Rousso.  

Requirements:  The course requirements are simple:  for the seminar to succeed, we need everyone to do the assigned reading and to participate substantially in the weekly two-hour seminar discussions that are the core of the course.  In addition, each student will make a 20-minute in-class presentation that complements the group reading your chosen week.  Finally, you will produce an end-of-the-semester paper on a subject of special interest to you.  The essay will take the form of either a 15-18-page historiographical paper that critically surveys the scholarship on a given topic or a longer study (circa 25 pages) based on primary sources, depending on whether you register for the course as History 551 or History 552.   

The course is designed for graduate students not only in French history but all other historical areas, too, as well as from collateral disciplines, such as literature, languages, and art history.    

Readings:  In the order of course use, the following books, all in paperback, are available at the University of Illinois Bookstore:  


Jacques Revel and Lynn Hunt, eds., Histories:  French Constructions of the Past 
(New York, New Press, 1995).  

Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft (New York, Knopf).


Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou: The Promised Land of Error (Knopf, 
1978).

Robert Darnton, The Forbidden Bestsellers of Pre-Revolutionary France (Norton, 
1996).  


François Furet, Interpreting the French Revolution (Cambridge University Press, 
2001).


Lynn Hunt, Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution, 20th 
anniversary edition (University of California Press, 2004).  


Alain Corbin, The Foul and the Fragrant:  Odor in the French Social Imagination 
(Harvard University Press, 1986).  


Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator:  The Trial and Execution of Robert Basillach 
(University of Chicago Press, 2000). 


Sue Peabody and Tyler Stovall, eds., The Color of Liberty:  Histories of Race in 
France (Duke University Press, 2003).

You should also purchase a Course Reader containing several assigned articles at Notes & Quotes located at 502 East John Street in campus town.

Schedule of Weekly Meetings

January 22:  Preliminaries 
January 29:  Introduction:  The French Historiographical Tradition (Crowston and 
Micale)

Jacques Revel, “Introduction,” in Jacques Revel and Lynn Hunt, eds., Histories:  
French Constructions of the Past, in The New Press Postwar French Thought 
Series, vol. 1 (1995), 1-63.  


Peter Burke, “Afterword,” to Burke, Die Geschichte der “Annales”, 2nd ed. 
(2004), in the Course Reader.

Jacques Revel, “The Annales School,” in Lawrence D. Kritzman, ed., The 
Columbia History of Twentieth-Century French Thought (2006), 9-15, in the:  
UIUC History, Philosophy, and Newspaper (HPN) Library, Reference Shelf: 
944.081 C723.

Additional Readings:  François Dosse, New History in France: The Triumph of 
the Annales (1994); Peter Burke, The French Historical Revolution: The Annales 
School, 1929-1989 (1990); Traian Stoianovich, French Historical Method: The 
Annales Paradigm (1976).  

I) Points de départs
February 5:  The Life, Career, and Work of Marc Bloch (Crowston)

Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft (Knopf).  First edition: Apologie pour 
l’histoire ou métier d’historien (1949). 


Gérard Noriel, “Bloch, Marc,” in Kritzman, Columbia History of Twentieth-
Century French Thought (2006), 439-41, in the HPN Library, Reference Shelf: 
944.081 C723.

Additional Readings:  Olivier Dumoulin, Marc Bloch (2000); Étienne Bloch, 
Marc Bloch (1886-1944): Une biographie impossible/An Impossible Biography 
(1997); Ulrich Raulff, Ein Historiker im 20. Jahrhundert:  Marc Bloch (1995); 
Carole Fink, Marc Bloch:  A Life in History (1989); H. Stuart Hughes, The 
Obstructed Path:  French Social Thought in the Years of Desperation, 1930-1960 
(1966), chapter 2. 

February 12:  Lucien Febvre and the Mentalité Concept (Micale)

Peter Burke, ed., A New Kind of History: From the Writings of Lucien Febvre 
(1973), Introduction, chapters 1-3 (especially “Sensibility and History:  How to 
Reconstitute the Emotional Life of the Past” (1941), in the Course Reader.


Jacques Le Goff, “Mentalities: A History of Ambiguities” (1974), in Revel 
and Hunt, Histories: French Constructions of the Past, 241-46.


Additional Readings: Robert Darnton, "The History of Mentalities," in The Kiss 

of Lamourette:  Reflections in Cultural History (1990), chapter 12; D. E. R. Lloyd, 
Demystifying Mentalities (1990); Roger Chartier, "Intellectual History and the 
History of Mentalités: A Dual Reevaluation" in Chartier, Cultural History: 
Between Practices and Representations (1988), chapter 1; Peter Burke, "Strengths 
and Weaknesses of the History of Mentalities," History of European Ideas, 7 
(1986), 439-51; Lynn Hunt, “French History in the Last Twenty Years: The Rise 
and Fall of the Annales Paradigm,” Journal of Contemporary History, 21 (1986), 
209-24; Hans-Dieter Mann, Lucien Febvre: La pensée vivante d’un historien, 
preface by Fernand Braudel (1971); Georges Duby, "Histoire des mentalités," in 
Charles Samaran, ed., 
L'Histoire et ses méthodes (1961); Lucien Febvre, The 
Problem of Unbelief in the Sixteenth Century: The Religion of Rabelais (1942; 
trans. 1982).  
February 19:  Le monde Braudellien (Crowston)

Fernand Braudel, The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of 
Philip II, Preface to the First Edition (1949), and Braudel, “History and the Social 
Sciences: The Longue Durée” (1958), both in Revel and Hunt, Histories:  French 
Constructions of the Past, 82-88, 115-145.

Bernard Bailyn, “Braudel’s Geohistory—A Reconsideration” (1951); J. H. 
Hexter, “Fernand Braudel and the Monde Braudellien” (1972), in Revel and Hunt, 
Histories: French Constructions of the Past, 349-67.

Additional Readings: Yves Lemoine, Fernand Braudel:  espaces et temps de 
l’historien (2005); Jacques Revel, Fernand Braudel et l’histoire (1999); Pierre 
Daix, Braudel (1995); Giuliana Gemelli, Fernard Braudel (1995); Olwen Hufton, 
“Fernand Braudel,” Past and Present, 112 (August, 1986), 208-13; Samuel Kinser, 
“Annaliste Paradigm: The Geohistorical Structuralism of Fernand Braudel,” 
American Historical Review, 86, 1 (1981), 63-105. 
II) Applications, Enlargements, Criticisms
February 26:  A Classic Case Study (Crowston)

Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou: The Promised Land of Error (Knopf, 
1978).  First edition:  Montaillou, village occitan de 1294 à 1324 (1975).

http://en.wikipedia.org/Emmanuel_Le_Roy_Ladurie

Additional Reading:  Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, The Territory of the Historian 
(1973; trans. 1979); Le Roy Ladurie, The Mind and Method of the Historian 
(1978; trans. 1981), selections. 

March 5:  The History of the Book, Reading, and Publishing (Micale)

Robert Darnton, The Forbidden Best-sellers of Pre-Revolutionary France 

(1996), especially Parts I and III.

Additional Readings:  Roger Chartier, Inscrire et effacer:  culture écrite et 
littérature (XIe-XVIIIe siècle) (2005); Guglielmo Cavallo and Roger Chartier, 
eds., A History of Reading in the West (1995; trans. 1997). Roger Chartier, “Texts, 
Printing, Readings,” in Lynn Hunt, ed., The New Cultural History (1989), 2-14;  
Robert Darnton and Daniel Roche, eds., Revolution in Print: The Press in France, 
1775-1800 (1989); Roger Chartier, The Cultural Uses of Print in Early Modern 
France (1987); Robert Darnton, The Literary Underground of the Old Regime 
(1982); Lucien Febvre and Henri-Jean Martin, The Coming of the Book: The 
Impact of Printing, 1450-1800 (1958; trans. 1976); David Finkelstein and Alistair 
McCleery, eds., The Book History Reader (2002). 
March 12:  Revolutionary Revisionism:  From Marx to Furet (Crowston) 

François Furet, Interpreting the French Revolution (1981), 1-164.  

First edition:  Penser la révolution française (1978).


Francois Furet, “The French Revolution Revisited” (1980) in Gary Kates, ed., The 
French Revolution: Recent Debates and New Controversies, second edition 
(1998), 53-67, in Course Reader.

Jean-Clément Martin, “Re-reading the French Revolution” and Isser Woloch, 
“Furet, François,” in Kritzman, Columbia History of Twentieth-Century French 
Thought (2006), 320-23, 531-33, in the HPN Library, Reference Shelf: 944.081 
C723.


Additional Reading:  Kates, The French Revolution:  Recent Debates and New 
Controversies (1998); François Furet and Mona Ozouf, eds., A Critical 
Dictionary of the French Revolution (1989); François Furet, Revolutionary 
France, 1770-1880 (1992); François Furet, “Beyond the Annales,” Journal of 
Modern History, 55 (1983), 389-410.  


.  

Spring Break!
March 26:  French Political Culture (Micale)

Keith Michael Baker, ed., The French Revolution and the Creation of Modern 
Political Culture, vol. 1:  The Political Culture of the Old Regime (1989), Editor’s 
Introduction, xi-xxiv, in Course Reader. 

Lynn Hunt, Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution (1984), 20th 
anniversary edition (University of California Press, 2004), esp. Introduction, Parts 
I and II, and Conclusion.

Mona Ozouf, “The Festival in the French Revolution” (1974), in Revel and Hunt, 
Histories: French Constructions of the Past, 408-412. 

Additional Readings:  Keith Michael Baker, Inventing the French Revolution: 

Essays on French Political Culture in the Eighteenth Century (1990); Colin Lucas,
ed., The Political Culture of the French Revolution (1988); François Furet and 
Mona Ozouf, eds., The Transformation of the Political Culture, 1789-1848 (1989); 
Roger Chartier, The Cultural Origins of the French Revolution (1991; trans. 
1999); Robert Darnton, review of Hunt’s book in The New York Review of 
Books 
(January 31, 1985).
April 2:  French Social History: Critique and Response (Crowston)

Paul Veyne, Writing History: Essay on Epistemology (1971), excerpt; 
comments from the editors of Annales (1988-89); Jacques Revel, “Microanalysis 
and the Construction of the Social” (1996); Roger Chartier, “The World as 
Representation” (1989); Gérard Noiriel, “For a Subjectivist Approach to the 
Social” (1989), all in Revel and Hunt, Histories: French Constructions of the 
Past, 299-307, 479-91, 492-502, 544-58, 579-86.   


Additional Readings:  Paul Veyne, Writing History (1971; trans. 1984); Michel de 
Certeau, The Writing of History (1971, trans. 1988); Roger Chartier, On the Edge 
of the Cliff: History, Language, and Practices (1997). 
III)  Some New Explorations

April 9:  The History of the Senses (Micale)

Alain Corbin, The Foul and the Fragrant:  Odor in the French Social  
Imagination (1986).  First edition: Le Miasme et la Jonquille: L'Odorat et 
l’imaginaire social, XVIIIe-XIXe siècles (1982).

 Additional Readings:  Alain Corbin, Village Bells: Sounds and Meaning in the 
Nineteenth-Century French Countryside (1994; trans. 1998); Lynn Hunt, review 
of Village Bells in The New Republic (September 13 & 20, 1999), 47-51; Corbin, 
“A History and Anthropology of the Senses,” in Time, Desire and Horror: 
Towards a History of the Senses (1995), chapter 13; Stéphane Gerson, ed., 
“Corbin and the Writing of History,” French Politics, Culture, and Society, 
special issue (2004); Corbin, “Charting the Cultural History of the Senses,” in 
David Howes, ed., Empire of the Senses: The Sensual Culture Reader (2005), 
chap. 7. 
April 16:  History and Memory (Micale)

Pierre Nora, “Between Memory and History:  Les Lieux de Mémoire” (1984) in 
Revel and Hunt, Histories:  French Constructions of the Past, 631-43. 


Pierre Nora, ed., Realms of Memory:  Rethinking the French Past, 7 vols.
 
(1996-2001).  First edition:  Les Lieux de mémoire (1984-1992).  

Selections:  Antoine Prost, “French Monuments to the Dead”; Daniel Milo, 
“Street Names;” Michel Winock, “Joan of Arc”; and François Azouvi, 
“Descartes,” all photocopied in the Course Reader.   


Jay Winter’s review of Nora’s Les Lieux de mémoire, in H-France, (October, 
1997) at http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.cgi?path=18624876860175

Additional Readings:  Sarah Farmer, Martyred Village: Commemorating the 1944 
Massacre at Oradour-sur-Glane (1999); Michael Adcock, Emily Chester, and 
Jeremy Whiteman, eds., Revolution, Society and the Politics of Memory:  
Proceedings of the Tenth George Rudé Seminar in French History and 
Civilisation (Melbourne) (1996); Sarah Blowen, Marion Demoisier and Jeanne 
Picard, eds., Recollections of France:  Memories, Identities and Heritage in 
Contemporary France (2000).
IV)  The Politics of Recent French History
April 23: Writing the History of Vichy 

(Class taught by Professor Tamara Matheson)

Julian Jackson, France: The Dark Years, 1940-1944 (2001), Introduction, in 
Course Reader. 


Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator:  The Trial and Execution of Robert Basillach 
(2000). 


Additional Readings:  Henry Rousso, The Vichy Syndrome: History and Memory 
in France since 1914 (1991); Sarah Fishman et al., eds., France at War: Vichy 
and the Historians (2000).


April 30:  Recovering Race in the French Past (Micale)

Sue Peabody and Tyler Stovall, eds., The Color of Liberty:  Histories of Race in 
France (2003), select chapters. 

Additional Readings:  Gary Wilder, The French Imperial Nation-State:  
Negritude and Colonial Humanism between the Two World Wars (2005); Laurent 
Dubois, A Colony of Citizens:  Revolution and Slave Emancipation in the French 
Caribbean, 1787-1804 (2004); Pierre-André Taguieff, The Force of 

Prejudice:  On Racism and Its Doubles (2001); T. Denean Sharpley-Whiting, 
Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in 
French (1999); William B. Cohen, The French Encounter with Africans: White 
Responses to Blacks, 1530-1880 (1980). 
May 11:  Course essays due


For basic factual information about the concepts, schools, and historians we will be discussing in the seminar, the works of reference listed below are valuable.  Most of them are available on the Reference wall of the History, Philosophy, and Newspaper Library:


Blackwell Dictionary of Historians (1988): 907.2022 B568


*The Columbia History of Twentieth-Century French Thought, ed., Lawrence 
Kritzman (2006): 944.081 C723


Dictionnaire des sciences historiques, ed., André Burguière (1986):  Main Stacks:  


907.2 D561


*Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing (1999): Q.907.2022 En 19


Encyclopedia of Modern French Thought, ed., Christopher John Murray (2004):   
Q:  944.08103 En19


Global Encyclopedia of Historical Writing (1998): 907.2 G51

Great Historians of the Modern Age (1991): 907.2022 G7982   


