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421 Gregory Hall



HISTORY 253:

THE EUROPEAN INTELLECTUAL TRADITION:


FROM THE ENLIGHTENMENT TO EXISTENTIALISM
Fall Semester, 2011
Tuesday/Thursday, 2:00-3:20 P.M.
209 Huff Hall

Subject and Approach:  This is an undergraduate lecture course about the cultural and intellectual history of Western and Central Europe, including Britain, from the mid-eighteenth to the mid-twentieth century.  The course is intended as a thorough introduction to the most interesting and important authors, events, ideas, movements, and institutions in European thought and culture during the past 300 years.  We will study many different areas of cultural and intellectual life, with special attention to philosophy, social thought, political theory, psychology, the physical and biological sciences, creative literature, and the visual arts.  Course readings consist of a combination of primary historical texts and recent scholarship in the field.  The course is designed for history majors (present and future) as well as for students with a wide range of other educational backgrounds in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences.  


Course Requirements and Grading: 
1)  attendance at the twice-a-week class lectures (15%:  I will randomly take attendance six times during the semester.) 

2)  participation in the periodic discussion classes 

3)  a five-to-six-page essay on an assigned question (15%), due on Friday, September 16 

4)  a one-hour in-class midterm examination (15%), scheduled for Tuesday, October 18 
5)  an analytical book report of six-to-eight pages on a book of your choice (15%), due on Friday, November 18 

6)  a two-hour final examination on a set of questions that will be pre-distributed in class (40%).  Date to be announced. 

Course Readings:  The “textbook” for the course is Roland Stromberg's European Intellectual History Since 1789, sixth edition (1994).  (My sincere apologies for the high cost of this book!)  Stromberg’s text, as well as the three other assigned books, are available at ITS and the Illini Union Bookstore.  A small number of copies of these works are also accessible at the Reserve Desk of the Undergraduate Library.  In addition, you should purchase a Course Reader of photocopied historical documents at Notes & Quotes in the Johnstown Center located at 502 East John Street in Campus Town.  This collection of readings is essential to the course.  Most of the documents in the Course Reader are also available as online library e-reserves.
Other assigned course books (in order of use): 

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty [1859] (Penguin Books, 1979).

Friedrich Nietzsche, The Genealogy of Morals [1887] (Vintage, 1984).

George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four:  A Novel [1949] (Harcourt Brace, 1977).

Schedule of Lectures:

August 23: Introduction


I. Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Backgrounds:

August 25:  The Origins of Intellectual Modernity:  Descartes to Newton
August 30:  The European Enlightenment of the Eighteenth Century

II. Movements and Ideologies of the Early Nineteenth Century

September 1:  European Conservatism: The Case of Edmund Burke
September 6:  Hegel and the Historicist Tradition in Germany
--First Essay Assignment Distributed in Class--

September 8:  Romanticism in Thought and Culture

III. The Age of Victoria
September 13:  The Great Exhibition of 1851 and the Victorian Belief in Progress 
September 15:  John Stuart Mill and Mid-Victorian Liberalism

--Friday, September 16, 4:00:  First Essay Due--

September 27: Darwin and the Darwinian Theory of Evolution

September 29:  Secularization and the Victorian Loss of Faith

October 4:  Varieties of "Social Darwinism" 
October 6:  Class discussion about Darwin

IV. Challenges to Liberal Capitalist Society

in the Nineteenth Century

October 11:  Karl Marx:  His Life and Thought

October 13:  Socialist and Communist Theory from the Death of Marx 
                      to the Russian Revolution
October 18 (Tuesday):  In-Class Midterm Examination
V. Fin-de-Siècle European Thought and Culture, 1880-1914

October 20:  The Rise of Cultural Modernism, 1890-1914

October 25:  Nietzsche and "the Transvaluation of Values"
October 27:  Class discussion of Nietzsche
November 1:  European Intellectual Feminism:  Wollstonecraft to Woolf 
November 3:  Sigmund Freud and the Birth of Psychoanalysis

November 8:  Einstein, Relativity Theory, and the New Scientific Worldview


VI. Two World Wars and Their Aftermaths

November 10:  The Intellectual Impact of the First World War

November 15:  The Fascist Worldview

November 17:  no class (preparation for second essay)

--Friday, November 18, 4:00: Analytical Book Reports Due—
--Thanksgiving Holiday!--
November 29:  Literary Representations of Totalitarianism
--Take-home Final Examination Distributed in Class—

December 1:  Class discussion of Orwell
December 6:  Existentialism in Literature and Philosophy
December 8:  Class discussion of Existentialism 
Final Examination:  Date, time, and place to be announced.
A Note on Plagiarism and the Honor Code:  Course plagiarism is becoming an ever greater problem on the U of I campus.  All students are expected to observe the UIUC academic honor code.  Students found to have plagiarized material in their submitted written work, or to have cheated on an examination, will be subject to the maximum penalty under University regulations. For those in doubt about the definition of plagiarism, it consists of copying directly in your own written work from another source without both quotation and attribution, that is, without placing the phrases or sentences that you use from the other source in quotation marks and without citing the other source in either parentheses or an endnote or footnote.  Do not endanger your academic career by plagiarizing!  


Schedule of Readings:

August 23:

Roland Stromberg, European Intellectual History Since 1789, Introduction, 1-6.

August 25:


Francis Bacon, “The New Scientific Method” (1620), in Course Reader.

René Descartes, Discourse on Method (1637), Discourses 1, 2, 3, and 6, in Course Reader.

Edmund Halley, “Ode to Isaac Newton” (1725), in Course Reader.

Roland Stromberg, European Intellectual History Since 1789, Introduction, 6-11.
August 30:


Immanuel Kant, "What Is Enlightenment?" (1784), in Course Reader.

Marquis de Condorcet, “The Progress of the Human Mind” (1793), in Course Reader.


Thomas Jefferson, letter to Mr. Roger Weightman (1826), in Course Reader.
September 1: 



Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), excerpts in the

Course Reader.
Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 1, 14-23; chapter 2, 44-53.
September 6:

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, “Reason in History” (1837), in Course Reader.

Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 3, 77-84. 
September 8:


Mark S. Micale, "Romanticism" (2006), in Course Reader.

John Keats, “Ode to Autumn” (1816), in Course Reader.

Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 1, 30-43.

September 13:

Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 3, 98-102.
September 15:


John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859), chapters 1-3.


Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 2, 53-64. 

September 27-October 6:

Owen Chadwick, “Religion and Science in the Nineteenth Century” (1973), Course Reader.

Thomas Henry Huxley, Man’s Place in Nature (1861), frontispiece, Course Reader.


Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man (1871), selections, Course Reader.  

Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 4, 103-129; chapter 6, 180-185.

October 11-October 13:

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party (1848), excerpt, Course Reader.

Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 2, 64-68; chapter 3, 89-97; chapter 6, 159-170; chapter 7, 193-195.
October 20: 


J. Kim Munholland, "New Perceptions:  The Rise of Modernism in Europe" (1976), in 

Course Reader.


Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 5, 132-150.

October 25-October 27: 

Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals (1887), complete.


Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 5, 150-155.

November 1:


Writings by Olympe de Gouges, Mary Wollstonecraft, John Stuart Mill, Clara Zetkin, Emmeline Pankhurst, and Alexandra Kollontai, all in the Course Reader.


Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 10, 293-301.

November 3:

Sigmund Freud and Josef Breuer, “The Psychic Mechanism of Hysterical Phenomena” (1895), in Course Reader.
Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 5, 155-158; chapter 7, 203-205; chapter 10, 301-303.
November 8:


Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 7, 205-213. 

November 10:


Paul Valéry, “The Crisis of the European Mind” (1919), in Course Reader.
Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 7, 188-193, 199-203; chapter 8, 242-246.
November 15:


Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf (1923-25), excerpts, in Course Reader.

Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 7, 193-197; chapter 8, 222-227.
November 29-December 1:  

George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four:  A Novel, complete.


Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 8, 227-237.

December 6-December 8:


Jean-Paul Sartre, "Existentialism is a Humanism" (1942), in Course Reader.


Stromberg, European Intellectual History, chapter 8, 246-248, chapter 9, 255-260.



