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Professor Mark Micale



Office Hours: Tues./Thurs. 4:00-5:00 PRIVATE 

421 Gregory Hall





   e-mail: msmicale@uiuc.edu

HISTORY 455

FIN-DE-SIECLE FRANCE
Fall Semester, 2012
431 Armory Building

Tuesdays/Thursdays, 2:00-3:20

Subject of the Course:  This is an upper-level lecture and discussion course about the political, social, and cultural history of the French nation during the years 1870 to 1918.  Known as the French Third Republic, this period is an exceptionally interesting and eventful one in modern European history.  Although our chronological focus will remain on a single half century of one country’s history, we will explore intensively a very wide range of subjects, including domestic politics, military events, elite and popular culture, social ideology, gender issues, and religious and racial controversies.  We will place particular emphasis on the extraordinarily rich cultural history of the period, including literature, painting, sculpture, architecture, music, dance, and film as well as science and medicine. 


Course Readings: The following mandatory books, all in affordable paperback editions, are available at the Illini Union Bookstore:


Cahm, Eric, The Dreyfus Affair in French Society and Politics (1994)

Gildea, Robert, France, 1870-1914, second edition (1996)

Smith, Leonard V., Audoin-Rouzeau, Stéphane, and Becker, Annette, France and 


the Great War, 1914-1918 (2003) 

Waelti-Walters, Jennifer and Hause, Steven, eds., Feminisms of the Belle Epoque (1994)

Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle (1986)

Zola, Émile, L'Assommoir (1876-1877)
In addition to these texts, photocopies of a two-part Course Reader of assigned articles and book chapters are available at Notes-n-Quotes, which is located on 502 East John Street in Champaign. I have also put a copy of the Course Reader on reserve at the main Undergraduate Library.  


Course Requirements:  


1) steady attendance at and participation in weekly class discussions (15%)


2) presentation in class of a 20-minute report about a relevant book or article (20%)

3) a five-to-six-page written analysis of a work of art or scene from a novel relevant to the     
historical period due on Friday, September 28 (20%)  
4) a six-to-eight-page analytical report on a book of your choice due on 

Friday, November 9 (20%)

5) a comprehensive, three-hour final examination scheduled for Friday, December 14, 
1:30-4:30 (25%)  


Schedule of Class Discussions
1) August 23: Introduction: France's Belle Époque


Prologue
2) August 28: The French Third Republic: A Short History


I. Middle-Class Leisure, Festivity, and Pleasure
3) August 30: Paris, Capital of the Nineteenth Century                                                                         

4) September 4: Cultural Representations of Haussmann's Paris

5) September 6: Entertainment, Hedonism, and Leisure in the French Middle Classes

6) September 11: Impressionism: The New Painting

7) September 13: Two Local Masterpieces: Caillebotte and Seurat


II. The Darker Side
8) September 18: Anti-Bourgeois Hostility

9) September 20: Zola, Literary Naturalism, and the Working Classes
10) September 25: The Age of Absinthe

11) September 27: The Cult of Decadence 


--First essay due Friday, September 28, 4:00 P.M.--
12) October 2: Crime and Disease during the 1880s and 1890s 


III. Scientific and Technological Modernity
13) October 4: Positivism in Science and Medicine: Claude Bernard, Louis Pasteur, Marie Curie

14) October 9: Urban Technological Modernity: The Eiffel Tower and the Paris Metro

15) October 11: Art Nouveau and the Great Exhibition of 1900 


IV. Social and Political Upheavals
16) October 16: Socialism and the French Left, 1870-1914

17) October 18: The Dreyfus Affair I: The Basic Story
18) October 23: The Dreyfus Affair II: Questions of Interpretation
19) November 1: Anarchism: "Propaganda by the Deed"

20) November 6: Feminism and the Campaigns for Gender Equality

V. French Cultural Modernism, 1890-1914
21) November 8: Impressionism in Music: Claude Debussy

--Analytical book report due on Friday, November 9, 4:00 P.M.--
22) November 13: The Life and Work of Auguste Rodin 

23) November 15: The Lumière Brothers and the Birth of French Cinema 

Thanksgiving holiday!

24) November 27: The Bourgeoisie and the Avant Garde in 1913: The Paris Debut of 

Rite of Spring

The Party Ends
25)  November 29: France and the First World War (1)

26) December 4:  France and the First World War (2)

27) December 6: Review Session


--Final Examination: Friday, December 14, 1:30-4:30-- 


Schedule of Readings
1) Introduction: France's Belle Epoque


Prologue
2) The French Third Republic: A Short History


Gildea, Robert, France 1870-1914, second edition (1996), complete.


I. Middle-Class Leisure, Festivity, and Pleasure
3) Paris, Capital of the Nineteenth Century


Olsen, Donald J., The City as a Work of Art: London, Paris, Vienna (1986), 3-6, 35-57 (photocopied packet #1).


Report: Pinkney, David H., Napoleon III and the Rebuilding of Paris (1958); Jordan, David, Transforming Paris: The Life and Labors of Baron Haussmann (1995); Howard Saalman, Haussmann:  Paris Transformed (1971).

4) Cultural Representations of Haussmann's Paris: Boulevards, Parks, Promenades


Herbert, Robert L., "Paris Transformed," in Impressionism: Art, Leisure, and Parisian Society (1988), chap. 1, 1-31 (packet #1).
Report: Shapiro, Barbara Stern, "Parisian Entertainments" in Pleasures of Paris: Daumier to Picasso (1991), 47-180. 

5) Entertainment, Hedonism, and Festivity in the French Middle Classes


Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle (1986), Introduction, chap. 8.

Report: Rearick, Charles, Pleasures of the Belle Epoque: Entertainment and Festivity in Turn-of-the-Century France (1985), chaps. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7; Rennert, Jack, Posters of the Belle Epoque (1970); Fields, Armond, Le Chat Noir:  A Montmartre Cabaret and Its Artists in Turn-of-the-Century Paris (1993).

6) Impressionism: The New Painting

Broude, Norma, ed., World Impressionism: The International Movement, 1860-1920 (1990), 12-28 (packet #1); Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 7. 


Report: Tucker, Paul, "The First Impressionist Exhibition in Context," in Moffett, Charles S., ed., The New Painting: Impressionism, 1874-1886 (1986), 93-117; Rubin, James H., Impressionism (1999); Garb, Tamar, Women Impressionists (1986).

7) Two Local Masterpieces: Seurat and Caillebotte


Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siecle, chap. 7.


Report: Herbert, Robert L., Georges Seurat, 1859-1891 (1991), 170-219; "The Grande Jatte at 100," Art Institute of Chicago Studies, 14 (1989); Distel, Anne et al., Gustave Caillebotte: Urban Impressionist (1996), chaps. 1 and 3.






II. The Darker Side
8) Anti-Bourgeois Hostility


Flaubert, Gustave, Dictionary of Received Ideas (1880), complete (packet #1).

Report: Graña, César, Bohemian versus Bourgeois: French Society and the French Man of Letters in the Nineteenth Century (1964); Peter Gay, The Bourgeois Experience: Victoria to Freud, Vol. V: Pleasure Wars (1998), 24-32; Seigel, Jerrold, Bohemian Paris:  Culture, Politics, and the Boundaries of Bourgeois Life, 1830-1930 (1986), selections.
9) Emile Zola, Literary Naturalism, and the Working Classes


Zola, Émile, L'Assommoir (1876-77), complete; Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 2.

Report: Hemmings, F. W. J., Émile Zola (1970), chaps. 1-6; Furst, Lilian R., L’Assommoir: A Working Woman’s Life (1990); Baguley, David, Émile Zola, L’Assommoir (1992). 
10) The Age of Absinthe

Zola, Émile, L'Assommoir (1976-77), complete; Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 2.


Report: Maurrus, Michael R., "Social Drinking in the Belle Epoque," Journal of Social History, 7 (1974), 115-41; Barrows, Susanna, "After the Commune: Alcoholism, Temperance, and Literature in the Early Third Republic," in John Merriman, ed., Consciousness and Class Experience in Nineteenth-Century Europe (1979), chap. 10; Prestwich, Patricia E., Drink and the Politics of Social Reform:  Anti-Alcoholism in France since 1987 (1988).

11) The Cult of Decadence


Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 1. 


Report: Pick, Daniel, “Degeneration,” in Europe, 1789 to 1914 (2006), vol. 2: 636-40; Carter, A. E., The Idea of Decadence in French Literature, 1830-1900 (1958).

12) Crime and Disease during the Third Republic 


Nye, Robert A.,"Degeneration and the Medical Model of Cultural Crisis in the French Belle Époque," in Political Symbolism in Modern Europe (1982), chap. 1 (packet #1).
Report: Quétel, Claude, A History of Syphilis (1991); Williams, Roger L., The Horror of Life (1980); Barnes, David, The Making of a Social Disease: Tuberculosis in Nineteenth-Century France (1994); Kudlick, Catherine, Cholera in Post-Revolutionary Paris: A Cultural History (1996). 

III. Scientific and Technological Modernity
13) Positivism in Science and Medicine: Claude Bernard, Louis Pasteur, Marie Curie


Zeldin, Theodore, France, 1848-1945: Taste and Corruption (1980), chap. 5, 226-64 (packet #1).  

Report: Quinn, Susan, Marie Curie: A Life (1995); Debré, Patrice, Louis Pasteur (1998); Marilyn Bailey Ogilvie, Marie Curie:  A Biography (2004). 
14)  Technological Modernity: The Eiffel Tower and the Paris Metro


Micale, Mark S., “The Eiffel Tower,” in Europe, 1789 to 1914 (2006), vol. 2:  736-38; Evenson, Norma, Paris: A Century of Change, 1878-1978 (1989), 91-116, 131-39 (packet #2); Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 3.


Report: Harriss, Joseph, The Tallest Tower: Eiffel and the Belle Epoque (1975); Loyrette, Henri, Gustave Eiffel (1985); Levin, Miriam R., When the Eiffel Tower Was New:  French Visions of Progress at the Centennial of the Revolution (1990).
15) Art Nouveau and the Paris Exhibition of 1900 

Rudorff, Raymond, "1900," in Belle Epoque: Paris in the Nineties (1972), chap. 8 (packet #2); Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 12.  


Report: Jullian, Philippe, The Triumph of Art Nouveau: The Paris Exhibition of 1900 (1974); Fahr-Becker, Gabriele, Art Nouveau (1998); Rheims, Maurice, Hector Guimard (1988). 


IV. Social and Political Upheavals
16) Socialism and the French Left, 1870-1914


Weber, Eugen, France Fin de Siècle, chap 5.


Report: Tuchman, Barbara W., The Proud Tower: A Portrait of the World before the War, 1890-1914 (1966), chap. 8; Lichtheim, George, Marxism in Modern France (1966), selections. 

17) The Dreyfus Affair I: The Basic Story

Cahm, Eric, The Dreyfus Affair in French Society and Politics (1994), complete; Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 6.

Report: Marrus, Michael R., The Politics of Assimilation: A Study of the French Jewish Community at the Time of the Dreyfus Affair (1971); Berkovitz, Jay R., The Shaping of Jewish Identity in Nineteenth-Century France (1989). 
18)  The Dreyfus Affair II:  Questions of Interpretation

Cahm, Eric, The Dreyfus Affair in French Society and Politics (1994), complete; Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 6.


Report: Wilson, Stephen, Ideology and Experience: Anti-semitism in France at the Time of the Dreyfus Affair (1982); Busi, Frederick, The Pope of Anti-semitism: The Career and Legacy of E.-A. Drumont (1986).

19) Anarchism: "Propaganda by the Deed"


Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 5.


Report: Tuchman, Barbara W., The Proud Tower: A Portrait of the World before the War, 1890-1914 (1966), chap. 2; Joll, James, The Anarchists (1980).
20) Feminism and the Campaigns for Gender Equality


Waelti-Walters, Jennifer and Hause, Steven, eds. Feminisms of the Belle Epoque (1994), chaps. 1, 2, 7; Weber, Eugen, France, Fin de Siècle, chap. 4.


Report: Moses, Claire Goldberg, French Feminism in the Nineteenth Century (1984); Hause, Steven C., Hubertine Auclert: The French Suffragette (1987); McMillan, James F., France and Women, 1789-1914:  Gender, Society, and Politics (2000).

V. French Cultural Modernism, 1890-1910
21) Musical Impressionism: Claude Debussy


CD selections: “Nuages,” “La mer,” “Prélude à l'après-midi d'un faune,” sonata for flute and harp, flute syrinx, and assorted keyboard music.

22) Modern French Sculpture:  The Life and Work of Auguste Rodin 


slide lecture


Report: Grunfeld, Frederic V., Rodin: A Biography (1998); Ayral-Clause, Odile, Camille Claudel: A Life (2002); Camille Claudel (film biography; 1989).
23) The Lumière Brothers and the Birth of French Cinema 


Abel, Richard, French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology, 1907-1939 (1988), vol. 1: 5-25, 47-85 (packet #2). 


Film Documentary: "The Lumière Brothers: The First Films"


No report

24) The Artistic Avant Garde and the Bourgeois Public in 1913:  The Paris Debut of The Rite of Spring

Eksteins, Modris, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (1989), chap. 1, 9-54 (packet #2).


Film documentary: Original performance of The Rite of Spring (1913), music by Igor Stravinsky, choreography by Vaslav Nijinsky, stage sets by Nicolas Roerick.


No report


The Party Ends
25) France and the First World War (1)

Smith, Leonard V., Audoin-Rouzeau, Stéphane, and Becker, Annette, France and the Great 
War, 1914-1918 (2003), Introduction, chaps. 1-3.

Report: Becker, Jean-Jacques, The Great War and the French People (1985); Keiger, John 
F., France and the Origins of the First World War (1983).

26) France and the First World War (2)


Smith et al., France and the Great War, chap. 5, Conclusion.

Report: Stromberg, Roland, Redemption by War:  The Intellectuals and 1914 (1982).
